Extreme Weather Policy
1. Purpose
Firefields Gymnastics Club is committed to providing a safe environment for all participants, coaches, and families. This policy outlines how the club responds to extreme or adverse weather conditions that may impact safety or the ability to run sessions.
2. Scope
This policy applies to all Firefields activities, including:
· Weekly gymnastics and circus classes 
· Camps and holiday activities 
· Events, workshops, and performances 
3. Types of Extreme Weather
The club will consider the impact of, but is not limited to:
· Extreme heat (including heatwave conditions and Met Office warnings) 
· Snow, ice, and freezing conditions 
· High winds and storm conditions 
· Thunderstorms and lightning 
· Flooding or unsafe travel conditions 
· Any other weather conditions that may present a risk to safety 
4. Decision Making
The decision to cancel, delay, or modify sessions will be made by the Club Manager (or appointed responsible person) based on:
· Met Office weather warnings and guidance 
· Safety of travel to and from the venue 
· Conditions inside the training facility 
· Age and welfare of participants 
· Nature and intensity of the activity being delivered 
Where possible, decisions will be made as early as practicable and communicated promptly to parents and carers.
5. Extreme Heat
In periods of extreme heat:
· Sessions may be modified to reduce intensity 
· Additional water breaks will be provided 
· Doors/windows may be opened where safe to do so 
· Activities may be adapted to lower physical demand 
· Sessions may be cancelled where conditions are deemed unsafe 
Particular consideration will be given to younger children and high-intensity activities such as gymnastics and circus skills.
6. Snow, Ice, and Travel Disruption
Where weather conditions affect travel safety:
· Sessions may be cancelled even if the venue remains open 
· Parents are responsible for deciding whether travel is safe for their family 
· No expectation will be placed on families to travel in unsafe conditions 
7. Storms, High Winds, and Lightning
Sessions may be cancelled or suspended if conditions present a risk to:
· Travel safety 
· Building safety 
· Electrical safety (in the case of lightning storms) 
8. Communication
Any changes to sessions will be communicated via:
· Email 
· WhatsApp groups 
· Social media (where appropriate) 
· The Firefields website if required


9. Fees, Credits, and Refunds
· Where sessions are cancelled due to extreme weather or other circumstances outside of our control, the club will aim to offer a replacement session where possible.
· In the unusual event that a session is cancelled at short notice, fees for that session are non-refundable. This is due to the fixed running costs of the club, including venue hire and coaching provision, which are allocated in advance.
· Credits or alternative arrangements may be offered at the discretion of the club where appropriate.

10. General Statement
· The safety and wellbeing of all participants is always the highest priority. Firefields Gymnastics Club reserves the right to amend or cancel sessions where conditions are deemed unsafe.

